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TASK 1 

Look at the pictures 

WHO is the man in Picture 1? WHAT did he do? WHY is he famous? HOW is he linked to 
the other pictures? 
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TASK 2  

VOCABULARY  These words are in the text you are going to read: 

                   word                                                            description 

[a] critic a person who writes about something that is wrong [in 
society] 

e.g. She is a critic of the way the Government has dealt with 
the spread of Coronavirus. 

[the] Victorian era The period in history when Victoria was Queen of England 

e.g. The Victorian era lasted from 1837 until 1901 

campaigned vigorously fought very strongly [for something] 

e.g. Martin Luther King campaigned vigorously for black 
people’s civil rights in the U.S.A. 

social reforms changes that make society better 

e.g. As Prime Minister Tony Blair’s social reforms included 
the introduction of the Minimum Wage for every UK worker. 

serial/ instalments a story that is told in many parts which follow each other 
[usually once each week]  

e.g. Her new novel will be published in the newspaper in 
weekly instalments next year. 

[in] suspense when you don’t know what is going to happen next  

e.g. The crowd was in suspense, as the score was 1-1 with 
only 5 minutes left to play. 

a halfpenny [half of one 
penny] 

a coin that used to be used in the UK many years ago 

e.g. In the 19th century, a weekly magazine cost a halfpenny. 

[a] social injustice something in society that is wrong and unfair 

e.g. The large number of homeless people in the UK is a 
social injustice. 

sentimental something that appeals to your emotions too much 

e.g. The movie I saw yesterday was ridiculous. The audience 
was in tears because it was too sentimental. 

reminiscent [of] something that reminds you of something else 

e.g. That Beatles’ song is reminiscent of when I was young. 
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TASK 3  

Reading and Comprehension 

                                             CHARLES DICKENS    

Charles Dickens was born on 7th February 1812 and died on 9th June 1870, aged 58; he was 
buried in Westminster Abbey. He was an English writer and critic of society. He created 
some of the world's best-known fictional characters and is regarded by many as the greatest 
novelist of the Victorian era. His works enjoyed enormous popularity during his lifetime, and 
by the 20th century, critics and scholars had recognised him as a literary genius. His novels 
and short stories are still widely taught in schools and read today.  

Born in Portsmouth, Dickens left school to work in a factory as a boy, after his father was 
sent to prison, as he couldn’t repay people the money he owed them. Despite his lack of 
formal education, he edited a weekly journal for 20 years, wrote 15 novels, 5 short novels, 
hundreds of short stories and non-fiction articles. He also often lectured and performed 
readings in public, wrote a huge number of letters, and campaigned vigorously for children's 
rights, education, and other social reforms.  

On 2 April 1836, Dickens married Catherine Hogarth (1816–1879); they had 10 children. 

Dickens's success as a writer began with the 1836 serial publication of The Pickwick Papers. 
Within a few years, he had become an international literary celebrity, famous for his humour 
and descriptions of people and society. His novels, most published in monthly or weekly 
instalments, were very popular at that time. The endings in his serial publications kept readers 
in suspense. His plots were carefully written, and he often included events of the time in his 
stories; for example, the poverty in his own family, lack of money when he was a child and 
his factory work at a young age. Many poor people, who had received little education, paid 
one halfpenny to have each new monthly episode read to them; this created and inspired a 
new group of readers.  

His 1843 short novel, A Christmas Carol, remains especially popular and continues to inspire 
adaptations of many kinds. His best known novels are: Oliver Twist (1837-39),  David 
Copperfield (1849-50) and Great Expectations (1860-61). They have also been frequently 
adapted into well-known films, plays, TV and radio programmes. Like many of his novels, 
they describe life in early Victorian London. His 1859 novel, A Tale of Two Cities, (about the 
French Revolution and set in London and Paris) is his best-known work of historical fiction. 
He was the most famous celebrity of his era. In response to public demand, he went on a 
series of tours, reading his works in public in the later years of his life, including two 
successful visits to the U.S.A.  

Dickens has been praised by many other famous writers for his realistic descriptions of 
people and places, humour, ways of writing, memorable characters and his criticism of social 
injustice. However, some other people think that his writing is too sentimental. 

The term Dickensian is used to describe something that is reminiscent of Dickens and his 
writings, such as descriptions of poor social conditions or his many humorous and 
unforgettable characters.  

You can visit (online) the Charles Dickens Museum located in a house where he once lived: 
48 Doughty Street in Holborn, London Borough of Camden. 

https://dickensmuseum.com/ 
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TASK 4 

Choose the correct answer to each question: 

1. Where was Charles Dickens born? 

a) London b) Paris c) Portsmouth 

 

2. Which was Dickens’ first novel to be published? 

a) A Christmas Carol b) The Pickwick Papers c) Great Expectations 

 

3. How many novels did Charles Dickens write?  

a) 20 b) 15 c) 5 

 

4. Which is Dickens’ best-known work of historical fiction? 

a) Oliver Twist b) David Copperfield c) A Tale of Two Cities 

 

5. In which London borough can you find the Dickens’ Museum? 

a) Westminster b) Islington c) Camden  

 

TASK 5 

Answer the questions: 

1. Why was Dickens a social critic of the Victorian era? What did he want to change? 

2. Why do we think that Dickens was a great novelist and a genius? 

3. What do we mean by the description “Dickensian”? 

 

TASK 6  

- Do you enjoy reading? 

- What do you like to read? Who is your favourite writer and why do you like her/ him? 

- Would you like to read any books by Dickens or visit his museum? 
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CHECK your answers: 

TASK 1 

Picture 1 is Charles Dickens, the famous English writer in the 19th century. 

Picture 2 – 7 are all world-famous books written by Dickens. 

Picture 8 is the Charles Dickens Museum in London. 

 

TASK 4 

1. c) Portsmouth 

2. b) The Pickwick Papers (in 1836). 

3. b) 15 

4. c) A Tale of Two Cities 

5. c) Camden 

 

TASK 5 [Suggested or Possible answers]  

1. Dickens was a strong critic of the many social injustices common in Victorian society. 
He fought hard to bring about social change to create a more fair and equal society: e.g. for: 
an end to poverty and child labour; better educational opportunities for children; more laws to 
protect children and achieve fair treatment for working people. 

2. Dickens is admired as a writer because he did not only write novels; he also wrote many 
short novels and stories, works of non-fiction and letters. He wrote realistic descriptions of 
life in Victorian England and showed how hard life was for working people and the lack of 
education for their children. He imagined and described many memorable characters in his 
books. His stories were full of suspense and were popular with ordinary people. He gave 
dramatic readings in public from his works. 

3. “Dickensian” is the word we use to describe the main or typical qualities we find in books 
by Charles Dickens: e.g. cleverly written plots and suspense; imaginative and memorable 
characters; realistic descriptions of the poverty and hard lives of ordinary people; humour; 
and criticisms of society and powerful arguments for fairer and equal social justice for all.  
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