
Follow the trail of clues, 
like Usha, Imtiaz and 

Cosmo in When Secrets Set 
Sail by Sita Brahmachari, 
and discover the hidden 

secrets of Islington. 
Hand in your completed 

map at Lewis Carrol 
Children’s Library to 
receive your reward!

Raise the listening conch 
to your ear. Start here! 

Piece these clues together 
to get hooked on following 

story trails forever.

Set Sail on a Story Trail   
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Discover the tales of Cosmo’s waterway world. Take a 
dive into Victorian trade. Peer (but don’t fall!) into the ice 
well and learn how ice cream was made as well!
At the entrance of the London Canal Museum scan the 
floor, what stands guard either side of the door?
Hint: The answer rhymes with phones and bones!

‘Piece me together or my story’s lost forever’ as the Ayah- 
ghost, Lucky says.
In the garden, find three artwork animals that are pieced 
together from bits of clay…what’s the name of this kind 
of collage art?

On Treaty Street find more artwork at your feet. Discover 
here the flying insect-spirit that the Ayah, Lucky, turns 
into at the end of When Secrets Set Sail…

As your journey nears its end time to have a cup of 
tea with family and friends. Maybe you’ll join the mad 
Hatter’s tea party! Tea is grown in the same country that 
some Ayahs came from. Name the country for the final 
clue…

Mini Trail
Best suited for younger children.
Start and end: Lewis Carrol Children’s Library
Total time: Around 20 minutes

To start your journey, smile as wide as a Cheshire 
cat. What’s the name of the cat in When Secrets 
Set Sail that can grow, shrink and transform? 
With this word you can start your trail and set 
the Ayah’s  _ _ _ _ _ _  free!
Not a ghost or an angel, but another word for 
soul…

The Indian Ayahs lived in King Edward’s Street 
in Hackney. In King Edward’s Square, Islington 
you’ll find a banner painted on a wall. Write the 
powerful words on the sail to carry you forward 
on your story. 

Trace your eyes along a low wall to find a time 
travel poem by Andrew Motion. Find a word in 
the poem that describes the motion of water.

Somewhere on a school sign you will find the name 
of the first woman to qualify as a doctor in the UK. In 
When Secrets Sets Sail the children visit her hospital. 
Write her name and discover her fame.
Hint: She has a queen’s name but it’s not Victoria.

Discover the tales of Cosmo’s waterway world. Take a 
dive into Victorian trade. Peer (but don’t fall!) into the 
ice well and learn how ice cream was made as well!
At the entrance of the London Canal Museum scan the 
floor, what stands guard either side of the door?
Hint: The answer rhymes with phones and bones!

‘Piece me together or my story’s lost forever’ as the 
Ayah-ghost, Lucky says.

In the garden, find artwork animals that are pieced 
together from bits of clay… what’s the name of this kind 
of collage art?

On Treaty Street, find more artwork at your feet. 
Discover the flying insect-spirit that the Ayah, Lucky, 
turns into at the end of When Secrets Set Sail…

Have you got smiles as wide as the Cheshire cat? 
What’s the name of the cat in When Secrets Set Sail that 
can grow, shrink and transform? With this word you can 
end your trail and set the Ayah’s _ _ _ _ _ _ free!

Hint: Not a ghost or an angel, but another word for 
soul…

Main Trail
Start: Finsbury Library, EC1V 4NB

End: Lewis Carrol Children’s Library, N1 0ST

Total time: Around 45 minutes

What clever, playful creatures are painted on the 
Finsbury Library window? They swim with whales- 
Imtiaz’s favourite animal. Name them and harness 
their energy to leap into this story trail.

Discover your local history at Islington Museum, just 
next door to the library. Open 10am-5pm except 
Wednesdays and Sundays.

Name the statue in Spa Green Garden. It belongs to 
the afterlife but won’t haunt you, not like the ghosts 
of Kali Ma and the Ayahs in the book.
Hint: There are lots of these in Islington – one is 
Underground, one is a little theatre.

You’re well on your way on this story trail. Before 
you jump on a little red train in Myddleton Square 
Gardens, check out its name. Letters two, three and 
four spell out something to help you plot your route.

Name the great big bird above the Lexington door. It 
swoops from on high and sees everything with its 
_ _ _ _ _  eye just like the ghosts in the story do.

Win Love2Shop Vouchers
Let us know what you thought of the trail and be in with 
a chance to win a £10 Love2Shop voucher, which can be 
spent at lots of retailers such as Asos, John Lewis, Currys 

and Iceland. Scan this QR code to enter!

New Wharf Rd

Treaty St

Finsbury Library 
Opening hours

Tues, Weds, Fri, Sat: 9am-5pm

Mon, Thurs: 9-8pm

Lewis Carroll Library 
Opening hours

Mon, Weds: 9:30am-1pm 
and 2pm-7pm

Friday: 9:30am-1pm

Saturday: 11am-5pm
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like Usha, Imtiaz and 

Cosmo in When Secrets Set 
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Hand in your completed 
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Set Sail on   About the book
Imtiaz and Usha’s home is full of secrets. Years ago, it was The 
House of the Ayahs- nannies who looked after English children 
and couldn’t return to their Indian homeland. 

Usha and Imtiaz must set off on a quest through London, joined 
by two bickering ghosts and their new friend Cosmo, working 
together to find a series of objects that shine a light on the past 
and hold clues to securing their future. 

When Secrets Set Sail by Sita Brahmachari is published by 
Hachette Children’s Books, and endorsed by Amnesty International. 
Illustrations by Evan Hollingdale. 

What next?
Were you surprised to find a school named after 
the UK’s first woman to qualify as a doctor? If you 
enjoyed discovering science and innovation in your 
local area, sign up to this year’s Summer Reading 
Challenge, Gadgeteers!

The Summer Reading Challenge is run by The 
Reading Agency and delivered in partnership 
with UK public libraries. Ask your local library 
about how you can take part, or head over to 
summerreadingchallenge.org.uk to find book 
recommendations, activities, games and more.

For more activities linked to the story trail and a 
special competition, visit getislingtonreading.org.uk.

 a Story Trail

Raise the listening conch 
to your ear. Start here! 

Piece these clues together 
to get hooked on following 

story trails forever.


